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MISSOULA—
While taking an exploratory evening stroll about campus when she was a freshman 
at the University of Montana, Molly Galusha, now a senior, discovered the bronze 
plaques that line the brick walls of the entry to University (Main) Hall. The 
inscription on the largest plaque reads in part:
THE FORTY-SEVEN BRONZE BELLS AND EQUIPMENT IN THIS TOWER, GIFTS OF 
FRIENDS OF THE UNIVERSITY THROUGH ITS ENDOWMENT FOUNDATION, WERE 
SPECIALLY CAST IN THE NETHERLANDS AND DEDICATED HERE ON OCTOBER 18,
1953. THE SEAL OF THE UNIVERSITY AND MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS APPEAR 
ON EACH BELL. BENEATH THE BELLROOM IS THE CLAVIER FROM WHICH THE 
NINE TON INSTRUMENT IS PLAYED MANUALLY OVER A RANGE OF FOUR OCTAVES.
The other plaques bear the names of the donors of the bells and the names of 
those in whose honor the bells were given. The young woman from Helena reading 
the inscriptions was surprised to learn that two of the bells were dedicated to 
members of her family: a great grandmother and a great granduncle.
A bell was given by her grandparents, Winifred Whitaker Galusha and Hugh Duncan 
Galusha, Sr., in honor of Mrs. Galusha's mother, Blance Whitaker, who headed the 
University music department from 1896 to 1910. Another bell was presented by Victoria 
Whitaker Greenwood in memory of her husband, George H. Greenwood, a 1904 graduate 
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Molly Galusha wondered why the magnificent, nine-ton instrument in the tower 
was no longer played. Her inquiries brought to light the fact that the carillon 
had fallen into disrepair for lack of funds to maintain it properly and that it 
could not be used in its present condition. She thought that was a shame - and 
told UM President Richard C. Bowers so. He thought it was a shame, too.
Previous attempts to raise money to repair the carillon had failed to yield 
sufficient funds to do the job. However, the questions raised by Molly Galusha 
revived interest in the project and, with President Bowers' unreserved support and 
Molly's enthusiastic help, the UM Foundation launched a drive for funds.
Two developments assured the campaign's success. The Coffee family of Missoula 
gave permission to use $10,000 for the project from a fund they had established in 
the UM Foundation as a memorial to Oakley Coffee, a UM alumnus and the foundation's 
first full-time director. Then, William J. Gallagher of Missoula, an alumnus and a 
foundation trustee, gave $12,000.
Molly's mother, Mrs. Jean Galusha, a former Helena resident who now lives in 
Excelsior, Minn., provided $1,000. Mrs. Galusha is the widow of Hugh D. Galusha, Jr., 
a UM alumnus and foundation trustee who was president of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Minneapolis at the time of his death in 1971.
Another $1,000 was given by the Western Montana National Bank, Missoula.
By the fall of 1976, sufficient funds from these and other donors had been 
pledged to the UM Foundation to pay for the restoration of the carillon.
The renovation, completed in June 1977, was done by the I. T. Verdin Company, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, at a cost of $21,122. The original bells and clappers were 
retained, but the manual playing apparatus was replaced by a baton-type playing 
console, or clavier, of a 47-note range. The new clavier, built in accordance 
with the standards of the Guild of Carillonneurs in North America, is made of the 
finest kiln-dried wood - oak for the rails and corner posts and maple for the pedals 
and manual keys.
-more-
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After the carillon was restored with funds administered by the UM Foundation, 
the University assumed the responsibility for providing for someone to play it 
and will make arrangements for maintenance.
Because of the teflon bearings and other features of the new playing 
mechanism, the carillon requires much less maintenance now than it formerly did. 
Routine maintenance is done by UM Physical Plant personnel, following instructions 
furnished by a representative of the I. T. Verdin Company.
Dr. John Ellis, who teaches organ in the UM music department and who belongs to 
the Guild of Cari1lonneurs in North America, was named University carillonneur.
He plays the instrument during the noon hour Tuesday through Friday each week of 
the school year and on special occasions. He also instructs carillon students.
When Molly Galusha walks across campus these days, she must smile at the 
satisfying sound of the bells that she helped set to ringing.
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